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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 1, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-5,8,10-19,21,22,24-28,30,31 and are 33 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lopez-Crevillen et al. (US 4,394,853). 

As to claim 1 , Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element capable of use 
with plastic containers, the fastening element comprising a plurality of first bushings 56, 
each having a longitudinal axis, interconnected by connecting bridges 52,54,55, the 
connecting bridges each defining a planar axis 54,55 that is essentially parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the first bushings, wherein the bushings and connecting bridges are 
primarily longitudinally connected (bushings 56 are connected to bridges 52,54,55 along 
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the longitudinal length of element 52; thus the bushings and the bridges are 
longitudinally connected; Figures 3 and 5). 

As to claim 2, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
bushings 56 are made of the same material (cross-section; Figure 3) as the connecting 
bridges 52,54,55 connecting the bushings. 

As to claim 3, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
bushings 56 and connecting bridges 52,54,55 are made of metal (cross-section; Figure 
3). 

As to claim 4, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the first 
bushings 56 and the connecting bridges 52,54,55 are made of metal (cross-section; 
Figure 3), and the fastening element is formed as a single piece, or the first bushings 
and the connecting bridges are joined by welding (column 3 lines 7-8). 

As to claim 5, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
connecting bridges 52,54,55 are formed as a metal sheet (cross-section; Figure 3). 

As to claim 8, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
metal sheet 52,54,55 is beaded or has an L-shaped cross-section (cross-section; Figure 
3). 

As to claim 10, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a plastic container 27,42 
(comprising plastic seal 42) for liquids comprising an opening, a flange 35,36 being 
formed along at least a portion of the periphery of the opening, the flange having 
recesses 63 extending through the thickness of the flange to accommodate the first 
bushings 56 of the fastening element, wherein the upper edge of the connecting bridges 
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52,54,55 of the fastening element makes accurate fitting and positive contact at the 
lower edge of the flange following attachment of the fastening element to the plastic 
container (Figure 5). 

As to claim 1 1 , Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a plastic container wherein the 
plastic container is an engine oil pan or a transmission oil pan (Figure 5). 

As to claim 12, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system capable of use 
with liquid-proof flanging or attachment of plastic containers for liquids, the fastening 
system comprising a fastening element having a plurality of first bushings 56 each 
having a longitudinal axis, interconnected by connecting bridges 52,54,56 each defining 
a planar axis 54,55 that is parallel to the longitudinal axes of the first bushings, and a 
flange 35,36, wherein the bushings and connecting bridges are primarily longitudinally 
connected (bushings 56 are connected to bridges 52,54,55 along the longitudinal length 
of element 52; thus the bushings and the bridges are longitudinally connected; Figures 
3 and 5). 

As to claim 13, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
flange 35,36 is arranged along at least a portion of the periphery of an opening of the 
plastic container (Figure 5). 

As to claim 14, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
flange 35,36 has recesses 63 extending through the thickness of the flange to 
accommodate the first bushings 56 of the fastening element (Figure 5). 

As to claim 15, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein 
following attachment of the fastening element to the plastic container, the connecting 
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bridge 52,54,55 of the fastening element makes accurately fitting and positive contact at 
the lower edge of the flange 35,36 (Figures 3 and 5). 

As to claim 16, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
bushings 56 are made of the same material (cross-section; Figure 3) as the connecting 
bridges 52,54,55 connecting the bushings. 

As to claim 17, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
bushings 56 and the connecting bridges 52,54,55 are made of metal (cross-section; 
Figure 3). 

As to claim 18, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
first bushings 56 and the connecting bridges 52,54,56 are made of metal (cross-section; 
Figure 3), and that the fastening element is formed as a single piece, or the first 
bushings and the connecting bridges are joined by welding (column 3 lines 7-8). 

As to claim 19, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
connecting bridges 52,54,55 are in the form of a metal sheet (cross-section; Figure 3). 

As to claim 21 , Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
width of the metal sheet 54,55 is essentially parallel to the longitudinal axes of the first 
bushings 56 (Figure 3). 

As to claim 22, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
metal sheet 52,54,55 is beaded or has an L-shaped cross-section (Figure 3). 

As to claim 24, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system wherein the 
plastic container is an engine oil pan or a transmission oil pan (Figure 5). 
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As to claim 25, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element capable of use 
with liquid-proof fastening of plastic containers for liquids to other component parts, the 
fastening element being present in the form of a support or connecting bridge 52,54,55 
to receive and arrange a plurality of first bushings 56, the fastening element comprising 
bushing-receiving elements (weld beads; column 3 lines 7-8) allowing insertion of 
bushings, the fastening element being adapted so as to accurately fit and positively 
contact the lower edge of a flange 35,36 of an opening of the plastic container after 
attachment, the fastening element allowing insertion of bushings into bushing-receiving 
elements of the fastening element and thereafter into bushing-receiving elements 63 of 
the flange, wherein the bushings and connecting bridges are primarily longitudinally 
connected (bushings 56 are connected to bridges 52,54,55 along the longitudinal length 
of element 52; thus the bushings and the bridges are longitudinally connected; Figures 
3 and 5). 

As to claim 26, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
bushing-receiving elements (weld beads; column 3 lines 7-8) of the fastening element 
are through-holes. 

As to claim 27, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
fastening element is made of metal (cross-section; Figure 3). 

As to claim 28, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
fastening element is in the form of a metal sheet (cross-section; Figure 3). 
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As to claim 30, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
metal sheet 54,55 defines a plane 54,55 essentially parallel to the longitudinal axes of 
the first bushings 56 (Figure 3). 

As to claim 31, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening element wherein the 
metal sheet 52,54,55 is beaded or has an L-shaped cross-section (cross-section; Figure 
3). 

As to claim 33, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a fastening system comprising a 
fastening element and bushings 56 having a widened portion on the outside thereof, the 
bushings allowing accurate fitting and positive insertion thereof into the bushing- 
receiving elements (weld beads; column 3 lines 7-8) of the fastening element, and the 
widened portion of the bushings preventing slipping of the bushings through the 
bushing-receiving elements of the fastening element. 
4. Claims 1,2,12-16 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sikula (US 4,067,531). 

As to claim 1, Sikula discloses a fastening element capable of use with plastic 
containers, the fastening element comprising a plurality of first bushings A (Figure 7 
reprinted below with annotations), each having a longitudinal axis, interconnected by 
connecting bridges B, the connecting bridges each defining a planar axis that is 
essentially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the first bushings, wherein the bushings 
and connecting bridges are primarily longitudinally connected (Figures 4-7). 
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As to claim 2, Sikula discloses a fastening element wherein the bushings A are 
made of the same material as the connecting bridges connecting the bushings. 

As to claim 12, Sikula discloses a fastening system capable of use with liquid- 
proof flanging or attachment of plastic containers for liquids, the fastening system 
comprising a fastening element having a plurality of first bushings A each having a 
longitudinal axis, interconnected by connecting bridges B each defining a planar axis 
that is parallel to the longitudinal axes of the first bushings, and a flange C (Figure 6 
reprinted below with annotations) wherein the bushings and connecting bridges are 
primarily longitudinally connected (Figures 4-7). 




As to claim 13, Sikula discloses a fastening system wherein the flange C is 
arranged along at least a portion of the periphery of an opening of the container 118 
(Figure 6). 
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As to claim 14, Sikula discloses a fastening system wherein the flange C has 
recesses extending through the thickness of the flange to accommodate the first 
bushings A of the fastening element (Figure 6). 

As to claim 15, Sikula discloses a fastening system wherein following attachment 
of the fastening element to the container, the connecting bridge B of the fastening 
element makes accurately fitting and positive contact at the lower edge of the flange C 
(Figure 6). 

As to claim 16, Sikula discloses a fastening system wherein the bushings A are 
made of the same material as the connecting bridges B connecting the bushings. 

As to claim 24, Sikula discloses a fastening system wherein the container is an 
engine oil pan or a transmission oil pan (Figure 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3-5,8,10,11,17-19,21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sikula. 

As to claim 3, Sikula fails to disclose a fastening element wherein the bushings 
and connecting bridges are made of metal. 

The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
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Leshin . 227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a fastening element as disclosed by Sikula wherein the bushings and connecting 
bridges are made of metal as metal gaskets are well-known, widely used and 
commercially available within the art. 

As to claim 4, Sikula discloses a fastening element formed as a single piece. 

Sikula fails to disclose a fastening element wherein the first bushings and the 
connecting bridges are made of metal. 

The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Leshin . 227 F.2d 1 97, 1 25 USPQ 41 6 (CCPA 1 960). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a fastening element as disclosed by Sikula wherein the bushings and connecting 
bridges are made of metal as metal gaskets are well-known, widely used and 
commercially available within the art. 

As to claims 5 and 8, Sikula discloses a fastening element wherein the 
connecting bridges B is beaded (Figure 7). 

Sikula fails to disclose a fastening element wherein the connecting bridges are 
formed as a metal sheet. 

The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Leshin . 227 F.2d 1 97, 1 25 USPQ 41 6 (CCPA 1 960). Accordingly, it would have been 
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obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a fastening element as disclosed by Sikula wherein the connecting bridges are 
made of metal as metal gaskets are well-known, widely used and commercially 
available within the art. 

As to claim 10, Sikula discloses a container 18 for liquids comprising an opening, 
a flange C being formed along at least a portion of the periphery of the opening, the 
flange having recesses extending through the thickness of the flange to accommodate 
the first bushings A of the fastening element, wherein the upper edge of the connecting 
bridges B of the fastening element makes accurate fitting and positive contact at the 
lower edge of the flange following attachment of the fastening element to the container 
(Figures 4-7). 

Sikula fails to disclose a plastic container. 

The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Leshin , 227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a container as disclosed by Sikula wherein the container is made of plastic as 
plastic is a well-known, widely used and commercially available material within the art. 

As to claim 1 1 , Sikula discloses a container wherein the container is an engine oil 
pan or a transmission oil pan (Figure 4). 

As to claim 17, Sikula fails to disclose a fastening element wherein the bushings 
and connecting bridges are made of metal. 
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The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Leshin , 227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a fastening element as disclosed by Sikula wherein the bushings and connecting 
bridges are made of metal as metal gaskets are well-known, widely used and 
commercially available within the art. 

As to claim 18, Sikula discloses a fastening element formed as a single piece. 

Sikula fails to disclose a fastening element wherein the first bushings and the 
connecting bridges are made of metal. 

The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Leshin , 227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a fastening element as disclosed by Sikula wherein the bushings and connecting 
bridges are made of metal as metal gaskets are well-known, widely used and 
commercially available within the art. 

As to claim 19,21 and 22, Sikula discloses a fastening element wherein the width 
of the connecting bridges B is essentially parallel to the longitudinal axes of the first 
bushings A, and wherein the connecting bridges are beaded (Figure 7). 

Sikula fails to disclose a fastening element wherein the connecting bridges are 
formed as a metal sheet. 
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The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Leshin , 227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a fastening element as disclosed by Sikula wherein the connecting bridges are 
made of metal as metal gaskets are well-known, widely used and commercially 
available within the art. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed September 1 , 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

As to claims 1,12 and 25, Attorney argues that: 

Lopez-Crevillen et al. does not disclose a fastening element wherein the 
bushings and connecting bridges are primarily longitudinally connected. 
Examiner disagrees. As to claims 1 ,12 and 25, Lopez-Crevillen et al. disclose a 
fastening element wherein the bushings 56 and connecting bridges 52,54,55 are 
primarily longitudinally connected (bushings 56 are connected to bridges 52,54,55 along 
the longitudinal length of element 52; thus the bushings and the bridges are 
longitudinally connected; Figures 3 and 5). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7081 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571)272-7087. The fax phone 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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